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GAMBRILL, FRANK ROBERT JESSE 
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EARLY LIFE 

 May 3, 1877 Born in Kent, England to Daniel and Selina Jessie (Smith) Gambrill. He is the older 

brother of Sidney Gambrill.  
 

 1881 Census Lived at 8 City Brickfield Cottages in Kent, England with Daniel Gambrill (father – 

head of house, age 35) Jessie Gambrill (mother, age 28) and Charles Gambrill 

(brother, age 6).  
 

 1891 Census Lived in Kent, England with Daniel Gambrill (father – head of house, age 45) Jessie 

Gambrill (mother, age 38), Alfred Gambrill (brother, age 8), Arthur Gambrill (brother, 

age 5), Sidney Gambrill (brother, age 3) and Ellen Gambrill (sister, age 1).   
 

May 21, 1894 Along with his brothers, Alfred, Arthur and Sidney, Frank left England and arrived in 

Montreal, Quebec on the S.S. Mongolian and they were sent to live with relatives, as 

their mother had died in 1892.  
 

Mar 27, 1901 Married Rachel Voake, daughter of Toler and Sarah (Willson) Voake of Whitchurch, 

Ontario.  
 

 1911 Census Lived in King, Ontario with Rachel Gambrill (wife, age 37), Hazel Gambrill (daughter, 

age 9), Veryl Gambrill (son, age 7), Reeva Gambrill (daughter, age 3) and Clara 

Gambrill (daughter, 3 months).  
 

MILITARY SERVICE 
  Feb 1, 1916 Attested to the 127th York Rangers, Overseas Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary 

Force  

 Number: 778618 

 Present address: King, Ontario 

 Next of kin given: Rachel Gambrill (Wife) in King, Ontario 

 Trade or calling: Labourer 

 Married: Yes 

 Previous military experience: No 

 Religion: Methodist  

 Physical attributes:  

 Age: 35 years 

 Height: 5’5 ½” 

 Complexion: Dark 

 Eyes: Blue 

 Hair: Dark Brown 

Attestation 

Paper 

Age 3 

Age 14 

Age 17 

Age 23 

Age 34 

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/first-world-war-1914-1918-cef/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=407763
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/first-world-war-1914-1918-cef/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=407763
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Oct 29, 1917 pg. 4 Aug 9, 1918, pg. 2 Mar 13, 1919  

 

 Oct 26, 1916 Landed in Havre, France.  
 

  

 Sep 15, 1917 Suffered a gunshot wound in the back, while in France.  
 

  

 Apr 16, 1918 Private Frank Gambrill was discharged because he was physically unfit. He had 

abdominal pain and every four to five hours after a meal, he would develop nausea 

followed by sharp shooting pains. 

AFTER THE WAR 

 1921 Census Worked as a mailman and lived in King, Ontario with Rachel Gambrill (wife, age 47), 

Hazel Gambrill (daughter, age 20), Veryl Gambrill (son, age 17), Reeva Gambrill 

(daughter, age 13), Clara Gambrill (daughter, age 10) and Audrey Gambrill (daughter, 

age 7).  
 

 Dec 12, 1938 Rachel Gambrill (Frank’s wife) died at age 65 in King City, Ontario.  

 
 

 Aug 16, 1941 Married Sarah Emily Bentley in Toronto, Ontario.  
 

  

 Jul 10, 1965 Frank Grambrill died in King City, Ontario. He is buried in King City Cemetery in King 

City, Ontario.  

MENTIONED IN EARL CAMPBELL’S LETTERS HOME 

Letters Home: Messages from the Trenches 

 

 

 

MENTIONED IN THE EARL CAMPBELL STORY 

Early Life 

Frank and Rachel Gambrill’s daughter Hazel was married to Earl Campbell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age 88 

Age 64 

Age 61 

Age 44 

Age 40 

Age 40 

Age 39 

http://www.kinglibrary.ca/WW1Letters/Scans/1917/Oct%2029,%201917%20letter%20p.4%20to%20friends%20from%20Harold%20%28maybe%29.jpg
http://www.kinglibrary.ca/WW1Letters/Scans/1918/Aug%209,%201918%20%20letter%20p.%202%20somewhere%20in%20France.jpg
http://www.kinglibrary.ca/WW1Letters/Scans/1919/Mar%2013,%201919%20p.1%20letter%20from%20Merelda%20to%20Earl.jpg
http://www.kinglibrary.ca/WW1Letters/EarlCampbell.php
http://www.kinglibrary.ca/WW1Letters/EarlCampbell%20-%20Early%20Life.php


Page 3 of 6 
 

IN THE NEWS 

The 7th Anniversary of Rachel Gambrill’s Death 

The Toronto Star 

Wednesday, December 12, 1945 pg. 27 

 

 

Marriage Announcement between Frank and Sarah (Bentley) Gambrill 
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MENTIONED IN SNOWBALL TWEEDSMUIR  

Women’s Institute – Snowball Volume 2 

 

 

http://www.kinglibrary.ca/OCR/tweedsmuirHistory/snowball2_1.pdf
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Frank’s Retirement as a Mail Carrier 

The Aurora Banner  

Thursday, November 27, 1952 pg. 10 
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Obituary  

The Toronto Star 

Monday, July 12, 1965 pg. 25 

 

 

PHOTOS 

Sarah Emily and Frank’s Wedding Day with   

Sarah Emily’s daughter Lillian Bentley in 1941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank and Sarah Emily Gambrill 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


