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Time Line:  
 
1797 - Benjamin Rolling Sr. is born in Alexandria, Virginia.  

 
 
1800 - The first setters come to King Township.  They are Quakers from Vermont.  
More Quakers from Pennsylvania join them.  
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1812 - Richard Barnard is born in Virginia where he is a slave.   

 
 
 
1822 – The Rolling family is living in Ohio.  Charlotte Rolling is born.   
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1828 - Yonge Street Stage Coach starts to run.  By 1833, it offers daily service from 
Aurora to Lloydtown.  By 1902, the stage coach stops running due to the train.   

 
 
1831 - Lloydtown is the first settlement to receive a post office.   
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1831 – The Rolling family is living in Oro, Ontario.  

 
 
1835 – The Rolling family moves to south of Aurora.  Benjamin Jr. is born that year.   
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1837 - Jesse Lloyd, from Lloydtown, helps William Lyon Mackenzie hold a revolution 
against the government of Upper Canada.    This is defeated and  Jesse Lloyd flees to 
the United States.   

 
 
May 1, 1842 - One of the earliest temperance societies in the entire province is formed 
near Kettleby:  “Hillborn Settlement Total Abstinence Society”.   
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1846 – The Rolling family moves south of Pottageville.  

 
 
1850 - By this year, Richard Barnard settles in Laskay.  
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1853 - Northern Railway puts a station in at Springhill (King City).  The first Toronto 
Aurora passenger trip is May 16, 1853.  By 1854, the railway is extended to 
Collingwood.    

 
 
1861 - The township’s first newspaper is started, The Examiner:  The North York and 
South Simcoe Journal.   
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1869 - Benjamin Rolling Jr. buys a home in Laskay.  

 
 
March 29, 1871 - Benjamin Rolling Sr. dies in King Township.   

 
 
 
 
 



 9 

May 13, 1873 - Walter Rolling is born in Laskay.  
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1883 - Benjamin Jr. opens his general store in Laskay.  
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1886 - The first telephone line in King Township is installed.  It ran from Yonge Street 
to King City.  Just a few people had phones:  the doctor, the stores, the small 
businesses. Later another line is installed to Laskay and Kinghorn.   

 
 
 
1892 - Walter Rolling attends Aurora High School.  
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1891 - Board sidewalks were approved to be put in King City at a cost of $150.   
 

 
 
1893 - Walter Rolling graduats from Newmarket Model School (also called Alexander 
Muir Public School).  
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January 3, 1895 - Walter Rolling starts teaching at Kinghorn School in King 
Township.  

 
 
 
February 7, 1896 - Richard Barnard dies in Laskay.   
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March 24, 1897 – Benjamin Rolling Jr. dies.   

 
 
1897 - Walter Rolling attends the Toronto Normal School.   
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1902 - Schomberg Railway starts to run from Aurora to Schomberg.  It stops running 
in 1928.    

 
 
June 27, 1906 - Walter Rolling marries his first wife, Eva Elizabeth Smith.  
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1907 - Gas lights came to King.  Arthur Brown “The Lamplighter” looks after the 
plant and is responsible for lighting the gas lamps on the village streets each evening.   

 
 
1913 - The first Girl Guide group in King Township is organized by Lady Pellatt, the 
Commissioner of Girl Guides of Canada and who has an estate in King Township.   
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1913 - Prohibition comes to King Township (a vote which was 795 for, and 403 
against).  All the local hotels close due to this.  

 
 
April 10, 1916 - Eva Smith Rolling dies.  
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July 13, 1920 - Walter marries his second wife, Laura E. Clark.  

 
 
 
1923 - Professor Day from Guelph conceives the idea of draining the Holland Marsh 
which had been swamp, and turn it into farm land.  A canal of almost 20 miles long is 
dredged for the use of 8,700 acres.  The water is pumped by 2 hydraulic pumps into 
the Holland River.  The first crop that is grown on this land was in 1927 and is a huge 
success.   
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1924 – Electric power comes to the village of King City.  A nine room house is 
completely wired for $93.50.   

 
 
June 30, 1936 - Walter Rolling retires from the Kinghorn School and from teaching.  
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June 19 1937 - Walter Rollings Day is held.   

 
 
June 10 1943 - Walter Rolling dies in King City.   
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October 15, 1954 - Hurricane Hazel hits northern King Township.  (make link to 
http://www.hurricanehazel.ca/ )  

 
 
November 1958 - Trans-Canada gas pipeline is laid on King Sideroad brining gas in 
from Alberta.   

 
 

http://www.hurricanehazel.ca/
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1960 - Laskay Emporium moves to Black Creek Pioneer Village.   

 
 
Apr 11 1978 - Laura Rolling dies.  

 


